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December 2023 Newsletter

Celebrating Our Huge Successes
in the Movement for Liberation
and Dignity for All!

Our Asylum Legal Empowerment Partnership is
a Rousing Success for the Community!



https://mailchi.mp/pangealegal/celebrating-our-huge-successes-in-the-movement-for-liberation-and-dignity-for-all?e=2175c85a9f
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From left to right: Katy (ALEP coordinator), Gladys (Pangea, immigration attorney), and Lizzie
(Dolores Street Community Services, associate managing attorney) explain the asylum process to

ALEP patrticipants.

We are thrilled to announce that since the inception of the Asylum Legal




Empowerment Partnership (ALEP), 26 people have won their asylum cases!

In partnership with Dolores Street Community Services, we help workshop
participants prepare their evidence for Court and prepare them for their hearings.
Several participants were prepared for multiple hearings. Now as asylees, these

individuals are safe from the harm they feared in their country of origin and they
also have access to additional public services and resources here in the U.S.

ALEP also goes beyond the court victories and continues to support prior
participants' leadership development. This includes our new ALEP coordinator, Katy,
a former participant who now continues to grow in her role helping with much of the
planning and screening of participants of future cohorts.

ALEP continues to grow! For next year, we are already planning a Spring and
Summer workshop series. With each additional asylum seeker, we fully train and
resource, ALEP is working towards a future where this project will be entirely asylee-
led and self-sustaining.

Please help support this crucial work!

Calling for an End to Immigrant Detention
Everywhere ©



https://www.dscs.org/
https://www.telemundoareadelabahia.com/noticias/local/san-francisco-alep-asilo-politico-migrantes/2323994/
http://www.pangealegal.org/donate/

AIDA HAS
RECEIVED HER
GREEN CARD!

Five years ago, Pangea client and an asylum seeker from El Salvador, Aida, was
whisked away and separated from her family by ICE.

o~ N
Former Pangea attorney, Jehan Laner, represented Aida through seemingly ( |
impossible odds. This past October, after years of litigation and hundreds of “

hours of advocacy and community support, Aida received her green card!

Aida, a formerly detained asylum seeker, now has her green card and is
an advocate and leader in the fight for (im)migrant justice.

This fall, our client, Aida, and 17 other formerly detained leaders from across the
state of California completed the pilgrimage from Bakersfield to San Diego to heal our
communities and call for an end to ICE detention everywhere.

Read more about Aida's persistence here, and how she overcame asylum, bond
hearings, and appeals to finally receive her green card this past October!

Let's heed the call of Aida and her colleagues and help us support Healthy
Economies Adapting_to Last (HEAL), which is dedicated to helping communities
divest from detention centers to build sustainable economies.



https://twitter.com/PangeaLegal/status/1724934101248200908
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/HEAL-faq

DONATE

After closing down the Yuba County Detention Center last year, we now
have our sights on Mesa Verde and Golden State Annex!
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Photograph: Brooke Anderson/Movement Photographer

Next year, we are focusing on increasing our statewide and cross-sector collaboration
to fight for the dignity of those still unjustly incarcerated by ICE and who remain at
risk for medical neglect, abuse, or exploitative labor practices in the hands of private
prison corporations. This year, we supported detained leaders at Mesa Verde and
Golden State Annex (GSA) detention centers when they launched a joint hunger
strike to demand their collective release and shutdown of both facilities.

Check out media coverage of the strike: CBS News | KQED | SE
Chronicle | Appeal Democrat | Sac Bee | Davis Vanguard | WBUR

Pangea, Centro Legal de la Raza, California Collaborative for Immigrant Justice, and
other partners recruited immigrant rights and labor groups from across the state to
form the Strike Support Committee. At the request of detained organizers, our



https://www.pangealegal.org/news-and-updates/2022/7/14/press-release-mesa-verde-amp-golden-state-labor-strikers-collective
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cbsnews.com/sacramento/news/ice-terminates-contract-with-yuba-county-jail-last-county-contract-in-california/__;!!KtCfuD9hmw!t-E4R4osjyF7OxeCiQrW3nv11O6troBmWyty28weKcrzDmaUXu8h4Fguv0Q2oLSkVYkxovwrPg4$
https://www.kqed.org/news/11934879/waste-of-federal-funds-ice-ends-contract-with-norcal-jail-after-years-of-outrage-over-conditions
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.sfchronicle.com/california/article/It-s-the-last-California-jail-to-get-out-of-the-17644019.php*photo-23258120__;Iw!!KtCfuD9hmw!t-E4R4osjyF7OxeCiQrW3nv11O6troBmWyty28weKcrzDmaUXu8h4Fguv0Q2oLSkVYkxGz4QfVw$
https://www.appeal-democrat.com/news/ice-ends-contract-with-county-yuba-county-jail-to-no-longer-house-federal-immigration-detainees/article_9ec51b78-7832-11ed-a4bc-6f5915f46e04.html
https://www.sacbee.com/article269836682.html
https://www.davisvanguard.org/2022/12/dhs-cancels-yuba-county-jail-contract-ending-last-ice-contract-with-california-jail/
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2022/12/12/ice-california-jail
https://www.centrolegal.org/?lang=es
https://www.ccijustice.org/
https://sites.google.com/ccijustice.org/mv-gsahungerstrike/home-eng?authuser=0#h.8gvmu8x9j0xs
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/HEAL-faq

attorneys rallied volunteer teams to file release requests for hunger strikers calling for
their immediate release. Presently, we are actively working on increasing the
leadership and engagement of other currently and formerly detained immigrants by
supporting them in taking leadership roles in campaigns to stop deportations and end
ICE detention.

Monthly leadership meetings and healing justice @

Over the last four months, a group of formerly incarcerated people and their family
members have met monthly to discuss the impact of ICE detention on their lives.
These groups have grown every session, with leaders of the group reaching out to
family members and in this simple act of vulnerability- breaking down years of
isolation, shame, and grieving.

It has been wonderful to partner with Colibri Collective to share tools of healing, but
perhaps the greatest resource of all has been in the relationships people have found
in each other. In community, family members have held space for one another. They
have witnessed how much of what they experience is not an isolated experience but
one that extends among families, often silencing them. We have seen how leaders

and their family members have found their voices in this space. They have claimed



https://www.instagram.com/sjcolibricollective/

their right to heal.

This is a series that we hope to hold annually every fall, and we are looking for other
organizations to partner with to expand this space. The feedback we've received is
that participants want the healing justice convenings to continue, and this feels like

the start of a movement even as this series comes to a close.

Donations help us to continue supporting our larger organizing
efforts!

Pangea statement on Gaza and Palestinian liberation: No Immigrant
Justice Without Palestinian Liberation!

lllustration by asia bordowa, DE-MIL-I-TA-RISE.



https://justseeds.org/portfolio/de-mil-i-ta-rise/
https://www.pangealegal.org/donate

Pangea unequivocally supports Palestinian liberation and self-determination. As a
community legal services organization, we know that the movement for immigrant
rights must include liberation for Palestine.

Read our Full Statement Here!

@ Defend Asylum and Immigrant Communities:
#SaveAsylum! @

Pangea joins the chorus of voices denouncing the Biden administration's proposal to
radically curtail life-saving protections for immigrants seeking asylum in exchange for
increased funding for foreign military aid to Israel and Ukraine. This proposal is a
lose-lose for our communities in the U.S. and abroad. Reports indicate that Biden's

proposal would involve:

(1) Enacting a sweeping third country transit bad into law;
(2) Raising the bar in initial screenings; and,
(3) Expanding expedited removal nationwide.

These proposed restrictions would gut the asylum system, violate international law,
and trample due process.

The Biden administration's proposal includes sending an additional $10.1 billion in
military aid to Israel and $13.6 billion for increased border militarization at the U.S.-
Mexico border, as part of a $110.5 billion supplemental funding request. We reject
this attempt to unjustly leverage the lives of our immigrant community members as

bargaining_chips to appease anti-asylum legislators. We affirm that there is no
immigrant justice without Palestinian liberation. The fundamental right to move and
the freedom to seek protection from persecution is not up for negotiation.

We need ALL pro-immigrant and pro-refugee advocates to ACT NOW to stop the
White House from green-lighting these anti-asylum legislative proposals. Join us to
#SaveAsylum!

Learn More and Take Action:


https://www.pangealegal.org/news-and-updates/2023/10/19/press-release-pangeas-statement-on-gaza-and-palestinian-liberation
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/white-house-open-new-asylum-limits-ukraine-aid-source-2023-12-07/
https://immigrantjustice.org/staff/blog/immigrants-and-asylum-seekers-are-not-bargaining-chips-congress-must-reject-permanent

e Spread the word: Use DefundHate's social media toolkit to increase the
pressure on Congress and encourage your friends and colleagus to speak up.

e Contact your electeds: Use this Call Script from #WelcomeWithDignity.

e Read: CGRS, Human Rights First, National Immigrant Justice Center, and
Refugee International have published an analysis of the legislative proposals
being considered by Congress, breaking down how they would violate the
United States' international obligations to protect refugees.

.« Honoring Our Community Leaders ..

Pangea Legal Services

COMMUNITY IMPACT

Faithful Friends

Faithful Friends fought alongside us and the rest of our partners in the Yuba Liberation
Coalition for years to shut down the Yuba County detention Center. As a liberatory
organization committed to abolishing unjust systems, Faithful Friends is not about
charity work. Although they helped countless detained immigrants upon their release
or deportation, they also helped us mobilize hunger strikes, organize protests, and kept
us focused and grounded through this often heart-wrenching struggle. Thank you for
all you have done for us and our immigrant community, Faithful Friends!

Our Movement Continues to Grow: Meet Our


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eKZzSWNOkJ6UOE9Yqnl8LQ4jtT96pPuNaIG-UnmowwY/edit#heading=h.2lv8axo70hd2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mks5vf5JVntpRITdDur3S4eUgVtXyeYZpq4xAC0mpfw/edit
https://cgrs.uclawsf.edu/our-work/publications/joint-analysis-lankford-cotton-bill-and-violations-international-law

New Hires!

Elena joined Pangea in October 2023. Previously,
she defended immigrants facing deportation as
part of NYU's Immigrant Rights Clinic and the
Advanced Immigrant Rights Clinic. Elena grew up
in rural Montana, on occupied Niitsitapi and Salish
Kootenai land. She is committed to supporting
immigrant, Indigenous, and other communities
impacted by U.S. militarism and bordering
regimes, as they build local and transnational
movements toward abolition.

Elena Hodges,
Attorney

Maria joined Pangea in September 2023. As a
daughter of farmworkers and an immigrant
growing up in the Central Valley, Maria is
dedicated to defending the rights of

immigrants. Prior to Pangea, Maria worked as a
staff attorney at the UFW Foundation (UFWF).
She is excited to bring her years of removal
defense experience to Pangea and continue
advocating for clients in removal proceedings.

Maria Renteria,_
Attorney

We invite you to build on all of these accomplishments with us and
expand our human rights work in 2024! We need your help to stay


https://www.pangealegal.org/elena-hodges
https://www.pangealegal.org/maria-renteria

strong and to keep on winning!

DONATE TODAY!

Donations help us continue supporting larger organizing efforts of
impacted individuals and their loved ones as we continue to work towards
abolishing detention centers by providing folks with stipends,
transportation, and equipment for direct actions.

Please give a tax-deductible donation before the end of the year to help us
continue to grow our impact for our immigrant community in 2023!!!
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Thank you to the many of you who already donated or are giving monthly.
Through monthly support, you help make our work sustainable in the long
term. THANK YOU! &

Here's to Solidarity and with Much Love, The
Pangea Family

Ambri, Bianca, Celine, Dalia, Elena, Esperanza, Eunice, Gladys, Jessica, Jesus,
Luis Angel, Madahy, Maria, Marie, Nallely, Pete, Roxana, Sean, Vanessa,


https://www.pangealegal.org/donate
http://www.pangealegal.org/donate/

Victoria, and Ximena

Pangea Legal Services is a registered 501(c)(3) organization, and
donations are tax deductible. We will put every dollar of your generous
contribution to work by providing direct legal services, policy advocacy,

and legal empowerment for low income immigrant communities.

Support Our Work!

Follow us on Social Media

Join our mailing list & read our prior newsletters here!

San Francisco Office
391 Sutter St, Suite 500, San Francisco, CA 94108
San José Office
855 Lenzen Avenue | San José, CA 95126


https://twitter.com/PangeaLegal
https://www.facebook.com/PangeaLegalServices
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pangea-legal-services/
https://www.instagram.com/pangealegal/?hl=en
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=00135Hultf76_nfbVfGjlf5RDXnf83u_7R7
http://www.pangealegal.org/subscribe/
http://www.pangealegal.org/pangea-quarterly-newsletters/
http://www.pangealegal.org/donate/

Want to change how you receive our news?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.



https://pangealegal.us16.list-manage.com/profile?u=39b58fa5a1455c632803dee18&id=fd58bfa8d6&e=2175c85a9f
https://pangealegal.us16.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=39b58fa5a1455c632803dee18&id=fd58bfa8d6&e=2175c85a9f&c=da1f655676

