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July 13, 2014 
 
 
Re: Protect the Rights of Recently Arrived Children Placed in Removal Proceedings by 
Terminating Proceedings and Extending Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)  
 
Background 
On June 15, 2012, President Obama announced the DACA program.  The intent of the drafters of the 
DACA Program was to stop expelling young United States residents who were brought to this country 
as children.1 The program further intended that individuals who incurred a benefit on the American 
Economy should not be expelled from this country, but rather be given protections and “a better path 
and freedom from fear.”2  While a significant part of the current DACA program was linked to the 
deep ties of some of the children that were raised in the United States, it was also applicable to children 
who were 15 years old and had arrived just one day before the policy was announced.    
 
Extending DACA Serves as a Stopgap Measure Until Congress Can Take Permanent Action  
DACA was generally intended as a “stopgap measure” to allow time for wisely focusing resources 
while giving a degree of relief and hope to the youth in America.3  The current situation with recently 
arrived children at the border calls for a similar action to extend a degree of relief.   The President 
stated, “we are a better nation than one that expels innocent young kids.”4 
 
National and International Policy and Agencies Encourage Greater Protections 
International agencies such as the United Nations and national organizations such as the Center for 
Gender and Refugee Studies have expressed great concerns about the Obama Administration’s current 
response to the influx of individuals arriving at the border.  These agencies have further garnered 
national and international support in extending minimal human rights, especially to the children, many 
of whom are fleeing persecution and many of whom bring with the potential of being great 
contributors to the American economy and culture.  In California, immigrants contribute over 30% of 
the state’s economy through payment of taxes.5  The President previously acknowledged that “these 
young people are going to make extraordinary contributions, and are already making contributions to 
our society.”  These children, if given an opportunity, will be tomorrow’s leaders.   
 
Recommendation:  

• Expand the DACA program to all youth who entered before the age of 18 with the 
announcement date of this policy as the cutoff date.  

 

                                                
1 Janet Napolitano, Secretary of Homeland Security, Memorandum, “Exercising Prosecutorial Discretion with Respect to Individuals 
Who Came to the United States as Children,” June 15, 2012, p. 1.  
2 “Remarks by the President on Immigration,” The White House, Office of the Press Secretary, June 15, 2012.   
3 “Remarks by the President on Immigration,” The White House, Office of the Press Secretary, June 15, 2012.   
4 “Remarks by the President on Immigration,” The White House, Office of the Press Secretary, June 15, 2012.   
5 California Immigrant Policy Center – pull up report.  


