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UPDATE: Community Pressure Works.
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Sonia is Reunited with Her Family!

In our July Newsletter, we highlighted the story of Pangea client Sonia Felix
Castafion, who had been separated from her family and detained by ICE for over 11
months -- even though an immigration judge had already granted Sonia the right to
stay in the United States permanently, with a pathway to citizenship.

Sonia had asked the immigration judge for a bond hearing, but ICE's pushback led to
further delays in her release. Sonia, her family, and the community couldn't sit by any
longer in the face of her unending detention. Pangea and community supporters --
including leaders from Faith in the Valley—Merced & Bakersfield, Valley Crisis Center,
and Haven Women's Center of Stanislaus -- led a Call ICE Campaign, demanding
Sonia's release from detention, as well as critical outreach to Congressman Jim
Costa.

At the end of July, one day before the community planned to hold a vigil for Sonia
outside of Congressman Costa's office, Sonia was released from ICE detention and
reunited with her family.

As this administration considers new ways to separate families, we will counter with
creative ways to keep them together!

https://mailchi.mp/pangealegal/july-2018-newsletter-429015?e=a65b68dfb0 2/8


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50b1609de4b054abacd5ab6c/t/5b591ec070a6ad1470ec1c82/1532567240811/2018.07.pdf
https://faithinthevalley.org/
https://faithinthevalley.org/merced-county/
https://faithinthevalley.org/kern-county/
http://www.valleycrisiscenter.org/
https://www.havenwcs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10216785719538191&set=gm.1724924307606923&type=3&theater&ifg=1
https://www.facebook.com/notes/pangea-legal-services/community-clergy-members-to-rally-outside-office-of-congressman-jim-costa-urging/1772207782854933/
https://www.mercedsunstar.com/news/local/article215503905.html
https://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.pangealegal.org/donate/
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Advocacy: West County Detention Facility in
Contra Costa County Closes

After persistent community protests and the courageous voices of those detained at
the West County Detention Facility in Richmond, CA -- denouncing the separation of
immigrant families and the inhumane conditions at the facility -- the Contra Costa
County Sheriff's Office announced that it was ending_its contract with ICE to hold
immigrants in detention at the facility.

In the wake of the Sheriff's announcement, community members and organizations
advocated for a just closure, urging ICE to release community members back to their
families. Pangea partnered with other organizations in the Bay Area to provide
representation to detained individuals at the West County Detention Facility. Several
people were successfully released on ICE bonds paid for by community bond funds.

Nonetheless, ICE transferred many of the detained individuals from the West County
Detention Facility to detention centers hundreds of miles away in Washington and
Colorado. The transfers were horrifying; people were shackled on buses for days
without the ability to use the bathroom. Families and supporters were outraged.

Several Pangea clients were also transferred. In response, Pangea filed a habeas
: petition in federal district court demanding that ICE return client Guadalupe Rojas
Amezcua to the Bay Area, where she could be with her family and where Pangea

could continue to represent her. Powerful community support led ICE to bring
Guadalupe back to California before the federal court could rule on the habeas. One
week later, an immigration judge granted bond and Guadalupe was released.
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https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2018/06/26/activists-march-in-full-day-protest-at-richmond-jail-over-ice-detentions-concord-camp-travel-ban/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/Deportation-chosen-over-Richmond-jail-complaints-12324755.php
https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2018/07/09/contra-costa-sheriff-to-announce-end-of-ice-contract-sources-say/
https://www.facebook.com/ContraCostaImmigrantRightsAlliance/posts/628961390804232?__tn__=K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ajplusenglish/videos/717605478574385/?hc_ref=ARS_3ctTIbdjtdPA_2mwET2_4uPfLU3-aGEe5fLBVfxiN7qdEw7GjOWGTlzqMV84o10&fref=gs&dti=399052890194078&hc_location=group
https://www.sfgate.com/news/bayarea/article/Activists-Rally-To-Denounce-Ice-s-Transfer-Of-13175713.php
https://www.telemundoareadelabahia.com/fotosyvideos/Cierran-centro-de-detencion-en-Richmond-y-trasladan-a-detenidos-491076121.html
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10216972466846757&set=gm.1764548040311216&type=3&theater&ifg=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10216972466846757&set=gm.1764548040311216&type=3&theater&ifg=1
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Guadalupe reunited with her daughter. (August 2018)

Pangea along with other advocates also filed a joint habeas petition on behalf of 10
detained individuals who had been unjustly transferred from the West County
Detention Facility. Though the federal district court judge did not order ICE to bring
back the transferred individuals due to a jurisdiction-related legal question, the judge
condemned ICE's actions and wrote in his decision: "[T]his order should not be
interpreted as judicial approval of ICE’s decision to transfer Petitioners. While
the court’s application of the law compels it to dismiss this case, the law does not
compel it to countenance an agency’s action that is contrary to the norms of
this country’s justice system."

Since the closure of the West County Detention Facility, Pangea has continued to
support the campaign for a just closure led by the West County Liberation Front and
community organizations in Colorado.

Pangea Client, Carlos Rueda, Sues ICE
for $750,000 After Agents Assault Him
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https://www.facebook.com/notes/pangea-legal-services/habeas-lawsuits-demand-release-of-10-detained-immigrants-transferred-out-of-stat/1829477847127926/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50b1609de4b054abacd5ab6c/t/5bbb909ae5e5f04dcbef787d/1539018908139/Alvarez+v.+Sessions_+2018+U.S.+Dist.+LEXIS+149491.PDF
https://www.facebook.com/West-County-Liberation-Front-2061961773843465/
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For Refusing To Out Other
Undocumented People

: One year ago, Pangea client Carlos Rueda reported to the Sacramento ICE field

i office only to find himself caught in a precarious position. For months, ICE agents
were threatening to deport Carlos if he failed to name other undocumented

i immigrants. Carlos refused to turn others in, and ICE retaliated. When Carlos
requested to see an attorney, ICE agents slammed his head on the table, kneed him
i in the ribs and stomach repeatedly, and almost dislocated both his shoulders. Then,
: ICE agents took Carlos into custody and detained him. To this day, Carlos has
persistent injuries and suffers from insomnia and trauma.

Pangea attorneys stopped Carlos’ deportation and won his release from ICE
custody. Carlos is now taking one small step to try to get ICE to stop its shameful
tactics: he is filing a federal complaint against ICE for $750,000. In late September,
Pangea, community partners, and the Sacramento Immigration Coalition held a
press conference to announce the filing of the federal complaint.

For an in-depth profile on Carlos and ICE's disgraceful actions against him, read The
Intercept, "Play to Stay: Undocumented Immigrant Faces a Choice: Become an
Informant for ICE or Be Deported."

Immigrant Liberation Movement:
Celebrating a growing community of
promotoras on Nelson Mandela's 100th
anniversary
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https://www.univision.com/nueva-york/wxtv/noticias/inmigracion/que-deben-hacer-los-inmigrantes-indocumentados-que-temen-a-ser-detenidos-al-denunciar-un-crimen-video?utm_source=facebook&amp%3Butm_medium=social&amp%3Butm_campaign=un_univision-noticias&amp%3Butm_content=video&amp%3Butm_term=inmigracion
https://fox40.com/2018/09/26/man-files-lawsuit-against-ice-alleging-abuse-from-sacramento-agents/
https://www.facebook.com/SacImmigrantCoalition2015/
https://www.sacbee.com/latest-news/article219049340.html
https://theintercept.com/2018/09/24/ice-informants-deportation/
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Undocumented families in San Mateo get organized to end detentions and deportations.
(July 2018)

Last quarter marked the 100th anniversary of Nelson Mandela’s birth. Mandela was
a beacon for social justice. His activism paved the way for some of the world’s
earliest community promotoras, who emerged in the 1950s to assist black South
Africans with navigating and resisting codes of apartheid.

This last quarter, the Immigrant Liberation Movement (ILM) launched its second
cohort of Promotora trainings. Over five weeks, nearly two dozen immigrant families
came together to learn how to liberate their loved ones from detention and
deportation. They learned about the unjust immigration system and its laws, as well
as concrete legal and community organizing strategies. By bringing together those
most affected by these policies, we are creating space for immigrants to build and
lead their own movements.

Nelson Mandela showed us what can happen when law is transformed from a
weapon of the powerful to a tool that everyone can understand, use, and shape. It’s
no easy task, but if we work together, the movement to liberate immigrants in the
United States will become possible.

Pangea Welcomes Its Newest
Attorney-Fellow, Pete Weiss!
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https://www.facebook.com/immigrantliberation/
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Join us in welcoming the newest member of the Pangea team, Pete Weiss!
Pete started in September, and he is Pangea's first Equal Justice Works Fellow.

Pete will be partnering with the Santa Clara County Public Defender Office, Silicon
Valley DeBug in San Jose, and other community partners to represent immigrants
with past criminal convictions in immigration court. Read more about Pete's
fellowship project!

Warmly,
The Pangea Family

(Mariel, Edwin, Bianca, Nilou, Marie, Celine, Luis Angel, Etan,
Esperanza, Jehan, Juan Camilo & Pete)

As always, thank you for your continued support and solidarity.
We couldn't do it without you!

Join our Mailing List
&

Read our prior newsletters here!

Pangea Legal Services is a registered 501(c)(3) organization, and donations are tax deductible. We
will put every dollar of your generous contribution to work by providing direct legal services, policy

advocacy, and legal empowerment for low income immigrant communities.
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https://www.pangealegal.org/pete-weiss
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/pdo/AboutUs/Pages/philosophy.aspx
https://www.siliconvalleydebug.org/
http://www.debugsanjose.org/
https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/fellows/peter-weiss/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=00135Hultf76_nfbVfGjlf5RDXnf83u_7R7
http://www.pangealegal.org/subscribe/
http://www.pangealegal.org/pangea-quarterly-newsletters/
https://twitter.com/PangeaLegal
https://www.facebook.com/PangeaLegalServices
http://instagram.com/pangealegal
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pangea-legal-services/
http://www.pangealegal.org/donate
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