
The U.S. immigration and criminal justice systems are

two branches of one carceral system. It’s a system that is

working as it was designed: to maintain the economic,

political and racial hierarchy in place since this nation’s

founding, by dehumanizing Black and brown lives, and

thereby rationalizing the use of state violence. 

Black liberation and immigrant liberation are not just

intertwined; they are one struggle against the same

system. In the words of Lisa Knox, managing attorney at

Centro Legal de la Raza, “If you’re here for immigrant

liberation, and you’re here in solidarity with Black folks,

you got it wrong. Immigrant liberation is black

liberation. We need to be centering Black folks and

Black immigrants in our work...We’re all one and

together in the struggle - not just in solidarity with each

other.”

Pangea stands for the abolition of the carceral system

that criminalizes, harasses, oppresses, banishes, and

murders our people. Today, and every day, we implore

our community to learn, to march, to give and to

advocate. La lucha sigue!

IMMIGRANT
LIBERATION IS
BLACK LIBERATION

LISA KNOX  READS A
STATEMENT BY ORGANIZERS
INCARCERATED IN THE MESA
VERDE DETENTION CENTER 

 AT THE ILWU’S WEST COAST
PORT  SHUTDOWN. 

  For more on the history of Black and brown political
unity, see this resource created by Siembra NC.
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https://undergroundscholars.berkeley.edu/news/2019/3/6/language-guide-for-communicating-about-those-involved-in-the-carceral-system#:~:text=In%2520this%2520context%252C%2520Carceral%2520System,the%2520interests%2520of%2520the%2520state.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kY5LXXnGo1k&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1owasbGbDh_v2vRei3MsyMwTJyUF_slFa?direction=d
https://siembranc.org/


ALL ROADS LEAD TO ABOLITION

REGARDLESS OF WHETHER STATE-SANCTIONED
VIOLENCE IS  HAPPENING IN IMMIGRATION DETENTION

FACILITIES OR IN MAXIMUM-SECURITY PRISONS;  TO
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLACK OR BROWN; OR BECAUSE YOUR
ANCESTORS WERE FORMERLY COLONIZED OR ENSLAVED;
ABOLITION IS  A  SINGLE FIGHT WITH A COMMON GOAL:

FREEDOM, IRRESPECTIVE OF WHERE YOU WERE BORN OR
THE COLOR OF YOUR SKIN.  

T H R O U G H O U T  H I S T O R Y ,  T H I S  G O A L  H A S  U N I F I E D  T H E
S T R U G G L E S  O F  A L L  P E O P L E  W H O ,  A T  O N E  T I M E  O R
A N O T H E R ,  H A V E  B E E N  U N W A N T E D  A S  M E M B E R S  O F
T H E  A M E R I C A N  P O L I T Y .    I T  S H O U L D  C O M E  A S  N O

S U R P R I S E  T H A T  T H E  S A M E  M A S S  R E M O V A L
T E C H N I Q U E S  O U R  G O V E R N M E N T  U S E D  A G A I N S T

N A T I V E  A M E R I C A N  T R I B E S  A N D  B L A C K  A M E R I C A N S
A F T E R  E N S L A V E M E N T  L A I D  T H E  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  T H E

M O D E R N  D E P O R T A T I O N  M A C H I N E .  

T H I S  R E A L I T Y  I S  A T  T H E  C O R E  O F  T H E  I N T E R R E L A T I O N S H I P
B E T W E E N  T H E  B L A C K  L I V E S  M A T T E R  M O V E M E N T  A N D  T H E

I M M I G R A N T S ’  R I G H T S  M O V E M E N T .  C O M P A R E  T H E  H A R A S S M E N T ,
A S S A U L T ,  A N D  M U R D E R  T H A T  B L A C K  P E O P L E  I N  T H E  U . S .  F A C E  A T

T H E  H A N D S  O F  T H E  P O L I C E  T O  T H E  V I O L E N C E  T H A T  D R I V E S  M A N Y
I M M I G R A N T S  T O  T H I S  C O U N T R Y .  S O M E  B L A C K  A M E R I C A N S  W O U L D

Q U A L I F Y  A S  R E F U G E E S  I F  T H E Y  D I D N ’ T  A L R E A D Y  L I V E  H E R E .

F R E E D O M  R E Q U I R E S  A N  E N D  T O  N O T  O N L Y  T H E  C R I M I N A L I Z A T I O N  O F
I M M I G R A T I O N  S T A T U S ,  B U T  A N  E N D  T O  T H E  C R I M I N A L I Z A T I O N  O F  P E O P L E .

I F  W E  K N O W  T H A T  T H I S  C O U N T R Y  W O U L D  B E  S A F E R  W I T H O U T  I C E ,  W E
M U S T  A L S O  B E L I E V E  I T  W O U L D  B E  S A F E R  W I T H O U T  T H E  P O L I C E .  I F  W E

H A V E  W A T C H E D  I M M I G R A T I O N  D E T E N T I O N   T E A R  F A M I L I E S  A P A R T ,  C A U S E
S P I R I T U A L  A N D  M E N T A L  D E C A Y ,  A N D  T O R T U R E  P E O P L E  T O  D E A T H ,  W E

M U S T  K N O W  J A I L S  A N D  P R I S O N S  A R E  N O  D I F F E R E N T .

https://harvardlawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/1878-1941_Online.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/could-black-people-in-the-us-qualify-as-refugees/2015/08/14/b97a628a-406c-11e5-bfe3-ff1d8549bfd2_story.html
https://history.ucla.edu/sites/default/files/u184/hernandez/amnesty_or_abolition_dec_2011_boom.pdf


PROMOTORES 
“IT’S TIME TO UNITE”

Promotores meeting, San José, CA, 2020
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T H E  P R OMO T O R E S  A R E  A  C O L L E C T I V E  O F  D I R E C T L Y -

A F F E C T E D  I M M I G R A N T  C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S  W H O
A D V O C A T E  F O R  T H E M S E L V E S ,  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S ,  A N D
T H E I R  C O M M U N I T I E S .  F O L L O W I N G  T H E  M U R D E R  O F

G E O R G E  F L O Y D ,  T H E  P R OMO T O R E S  S T O O D  W I T H  T H E
M O V E M E N T  F O R  B L A C K  L I V E S  B Y  P A R T I C I P A T I N G  I N
P R O T E S T S ,  O R G A N I Z I N G  A  C A L L I N G  C A M P A I G N  T O

E L E C T E D  O F F I C I A L S ,  A N D  I N V I T I N G  O T H E R  I M M I G R A N T
C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S  T O  J O I N  T H E M .  P R OMO T O R E
A N A S T A S I A  A B A R C A  I N  S A N  J O S É ,  C A ,  S A Y S ,  “ T H E
R I G H T S  O F  B L A C K  A N D  L A T I N X  P E O P L E  A R E  N O T
B E I N G  R E S P E C T E D .  T H E  P O L I C E  K I L L E D  A N D R E S

G U A R D A D O ,  W H O  D I D  N O T  C O M M I T  A N Y  C R I M E .  B U T
E V E N  I F  H E  H A D  D O N E  S O M E T H I N G ,  T H A T  I S  N O
J U S T I F I C A T I O N  F O R  K I L L I N G  H I M .  W E  H A V E  B E E N

O R G A N I Z I N G  S E P A R A T E L Y ,  B U T  I T ’ S  N O T  E N O U G H .  I T ’ S
T I M E  T O  U N I T E .  I  D R E A M  O F  A  W O R L D  W I T H O U T

R A C I S M ,  V I O L E N C E ,  A N D  I N J U S T I C E . ”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killing_of_Andres_Guardado
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RICARDO ,  AN  AFRO-CARIBBEAN  COMMUNITY  MEMBER ,  SAYS ,  “ I  WAS  BORN  IN
JAMAICA ,  AND  I  NEVER  EXPERIENCED  SERIOUS  RACISM  UNTIL  I  CAME  TO  THE

U .S .  WHEN  I  WAS  IN  ICE  DETENTION ,  THAT ’S  WHEN  I  REALIZED  THAT  IT ’S
SERIOUS .  I  WAS  ASSAULTED  BY  A  WHITE  OFFICER ,  WHILE  FIVE  OTHER  OFFICERS
JUST  LOOKED  ON .  IT ’S  AN  INHUMANE  WORLD  FOR  INCARCERATED  PEOPLE .  I

REALLY  HAVE  TO  CREDIT  THE  BLACK  LIVES  MATTER  PROTESTERS  FOR  PUSHING
PEOPLE  TO  REALIZE  THAT  IT ’S  TIME  WE  TREATED  EVERYONE  AS  HUMANS .  THE

STRUGGLE  IS  ON  BOTH  SIDES ,  INSIDE  AND  OUTSIDE . ”

THERE  ARE  BETWEEN  4  AND  5  MILLION  BLACK  NONCITIZENS  IN  THE  UNITED
STATES .  THE  GOVERNMENT ’S  TREATMENT  OF  THIS  POPULATION  IS  WHERE  WE

SEE  THE  MOST  PERNICIOUS  EFFECTS  OF  THE  CARCERAL  SYSTEM .  DUE  TO
RACIST  POLICE  PRACTICES ,  BLACK  PEOPLE  ARE  ARRESTED  AT  APPROXIMATELY

2 .5  TIMES  THE  RATE  OF  WHITES .  ONCE  BOOKED ,  IMMIGRANTS  ARE  HIGHLY
VULNERABLE  TO  BEING  DETAINED  BY  ICE .  THE  CRIMINAL  LAW  ENFORCEMENT
SYSTEM ,  WHICH  TARGETS  BLACK  PEOPLE  DISPROPORTIONATELY ,  BECOMES  A
FUNNEL  INTO  THE  IMMIGRATION  DETENTION  AND  DEPORTATION  MACHINE .

BLACK  IMMIGRANTS  MAKE  UP  ONLY  7 .2% OF  THE  TOTAL  NONCITIZEN
POPULATION  IN  THE  U .S . ,  YET  THEY  MAKE  UP  20 .3% OF  IMMIGRANTS  FACING

DEPORTATION  ON  CRIMINAL  GROUNDS

THE JAIL TO DEPORTATION PIPELINE

G R A P H I C  F R O M  T H E  S T A T E  O F  B L A C K  I M M I G R A N T S ,  2 0 2 0 .

https://imm-print.com/the-inmates-are-being-treated-worse-than-abandoned-animals-on-the-streets/
http://baji.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/sobi-fullreport-jan22.pdf
https://www.nccdglobal.org/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/created-equal.pdf
http://baji.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/sobi-fullreport-jan22.pdf
http://baji.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/sobi-fullreport-jan22.pdf


DETAINED
IMMIGRANTS STRIKE

FOR BLACK LIVES
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IN JUNE, IMMIGRANTS INCARCERATED AT THE MESA VERDE DETENTION
CENTER (BAKERSFIELD, CA) LAUNCHED A HUNGER STRIKE IN SOLIDARITY

WITH THE MOVEMENT FOR BLACK LIVES. THE GROUP STATES THEY, “STAND
AGAINST THE SYSTEM WHICH TOOK THE LIVES OF GEORGE FLOYD,

BREONNA TAYLOR, TONY MCDADE, AND SO MANY BLACK PEOPLE.” WHILE
THE GROUP BEGAN THEIR STRIKE IN APRIL TO DEMAND STRONGER COVID-19
PREVENTION, THEY NOW DRAW INTERSECTIONS BETWEEN THE BLACK LIVES
MATTER MOVEMENT AND THE COVID-19 THREAT, CALLING FOR GOVERNOR

NEWSOM TO PROTECT THE LIVES OF DETAINED BLACK AND BROWN
IMMIGRANTS. THE GROUP ALSO LIFTS UP THE LIVES OF FELLOW DETAINEES
CHOUNG WOONG AHN AND CARLOS MEJIA, WHO DIED IN DETENTION DUE

TO ICE’S NEGLIGENCE. ONE HUNGER STRIKER STATES: 

“WE STAND UNITED IN PROTEST AND FIGHT FOR CHANGE. WE WANT TO END
RACISM AND RACIST POLICE. WE WANT THE POLICE TO STOP MURDERING

BLACK PEOPLE. WE WANT THE POLICE TO STOP ARRESTING AND ACCUSING
PEOPLE OF COLOR. WE WANT THE POLICE TO STOP CAGING AND DEPORTING

IMMIGRANTS. WE WANT THE BLACK AND BROWN PEOPLE TO BE FREE.”

W A T C H  A  V I D E O  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  M E S A  V E R D E  H U N G E R  S T R I K E R S  B Y
C L I C K I N G  O N  T H E  P H O T O .

https://www.ourprism.org/article/2020/6/12/immigrants-stage-a-hunger-strike-for-black-lives-inside-ice-detention-facility
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=QlQnjqDPkMw&app=desktop


DACA: A VICTORY, BUT
THE WORK IS NOT DONE

I N  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 7 ,  T H E  T R U M P
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  R E S C I N D E D  T H E  D E F E R R E D

A C T I O N  F O R  C H I L D H O O D  A R R I V A L S  ( D A C A )
P R O G R A M ,  W H I C H  H A D  A L L O W E D  C E R T A I N

I M M I G R A N T S  T O  W O R K ,  S T U D Y ,  A N D  L I V E  I N
T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S .  I N  J U N E  2 0 2 0 ,  T H E

S U P R E M E  C O U R T  R U L E D   A G A I N S T  T H E
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N ,  S T A T I N G  T H A T  D A C A  M U S T
C O N T I N U E  F O R  N O W .  W H I L E  T H I S  D E C I S I O N

B R O U G H T  R E L I E F  T O  T H O S E  W H O  H A V E  D A C A
A N D  T H O S E  H O P I N G  T O  A P P L Y ,  I T  I S  N O T
P E R M A N E N T ,  N O R  I S  I T  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E
S T R U G G L E  F O R  A  W O R L D  I N  W H I C H  A L L

P E O P L E  C A N  L I V E  W I T H O U T  F E A R  O F
D E P O R T A T I O N .  D A C A  P R O T E C T S  O N L Y  A B O U T

8 0 0 , 0 0 0  O U T  O F  O V E R  1 0  M I L L I O N
U N D O C U M E N T E D  I M M I G R A N T S .  A  R E A L

S O L U T I O N  W I L L  R E Q U I R E  T H E  A B O L I T I O N  O F
I C E ,  P O L I C E ,  A N D  T H E  C A R C E R A L  S Y S T E M

T H A T  T E R R O R I Z E S  B L A C K  A N D  B R O W N
C O M M U N I T I E S  I N  O U R  C O U N T R Y .  

V A L E R I A  S U A R E Z ,  A  P A N G E A  C L I E N T  A N D
O R G A N I Z E R  W I T H  C A L I F O R N I A  I M M I G R A N T
Y O U T H  J U S T I C E  A L L I A N C E  ( C I Y J A )  S T A T E S ,

“ [ P ] E O P L E  W H O  D O N ’ T  Q U A L I F Y  F O R  D A C A  A R E
T H E  M A J O R I T Y  O F  T H E  U N D O C U M E N T E D

C O M M U N I T Y .  T H E  S T A T E  I S  N O T  P R O T E C T I N G
U S ,  [ S O ]  W E  N E E D  T O  P R O T E C T  E A C H  O T H E R ,

A N D  P R O T E C T I N G  E A C H  O T H E R  L O O K S  L I K E
D E F U N D I N G  T H E  P O L I C E  A N D  A B O L I S H I N G  I C E

S O  W E  A R E N ’ T  A F R A I D  T O  B E  O N  T H E
S T R E E T S . ”  

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/18-587_5ifl.pdf
https://48hills.org/2020/06/daca-decision-offers-no-real-protection-rights-groups-warn/


Ant i -Po l i ce  Te r ro r  Pro jec t  i s  a  B lack - l ed ,  mul t i - r ac i a l ,
i n te rgene ra t i ona l  coa l i t i on  based  i n  the  Bay  Area  tha t  seeks  to
bu i ld  a  r ep l i cab le  and  sus ta inab le  mode l  to  e rad i ca te  po l i ce
te r ro r  i n  commun i t i e s  o f  co lo r .

The  Eas t  Oak land  Co l l ec t i ve  i s  a  member -based  commun i t y
o rgan i z ing  group  i n ve s ted  i n  se r v ing  the  Eas t  Oak land  commun i t y
by  work ing  towards  r ac i a l  and  economic  equ i t y .

South  Bay  B lack  Coa l i t i on  i s  a  co l l ec t i ve  o f  B lack  pa ren t s  and
s tudent s  i n  Santa  C la ra  County  who  a re  o rgan i z ing  “Brave  Spaces ”

to  come  toge the r ,  bu i ld  commun i t y  and  sha re s  ways  to  sa fe l y
addre s s  the  d i sc r im ina t i on ,  mic ro  agg re s s i on  and  r ac i sm  they
expe r i ence  eve r y  day .

B lack  A l l i ance  f o r  Jus t  Immig ra t i on  (BAJ I )  educa te s  and  engages
fo r  immig ran t  r i gh t s  and  r ac i a l  j u s t i ce  wi th  Af r i can  Amer i cans  and
B lack  Immig ran t s ,  i n  Oak land ,  LA ,  NYC ,  At l an ta ,  Miami  and  DC .  

Af r i can  Advocacy  Network  (AAN )  se r ve s  Af r i can  and  Af ro -

Car ibbean  immig ran t s ,  r e fugees  and  asy lum  seeke r s  th roughout
the  Bay  Area .  

The  V i l l age  i n  Oak land  works  to  se r ve  and  suppor t  30  cu rbs ide
commun i t i e s  (aka  home le s s  encampment s ) .

Ess i e  Jus t i ce  Group  ha rnes se s  the  co l l ec t i ve  power  o f  women  wi th
inca rce ra ted  l o ved  ones  to  end  mass  i nca rce ra t i on ’ s  ha rm  to
women  and  commun i t i e s .

The  Okra  Pro jec t  i s  a  co l l ec t i ve  tha t  seeks  to  addres s  the  g loba l
c r i s i s  f aced  by  B lack  T rans  peop le  by  prov id ing  them  home -

cooked ,  hea l thy ,  and  cu l tu ra l l y  spec i f i c  mea l s  and  r e sou rces .

D O N A T E :

LET'S TAKE ACTION
W E  A R E  C O M M I T T I N G  O U R S E L V E S ,  A N D  C A L L I N G  O N  O U R

C O M M U N I T Y  T O  C O M M I T  W I T H  U S ,  T O  T A K E  C O N C R E T E  A C T I O N  I N
S U P P O R T  O F  B L A C K  L I B E R A T I O N .  B E L O W  A R E  A  F E W  I D E A S .  E M A I L

U S  W I T H  O T H E R S .  

A N N E T T E ,  B I A N C A ,  C E C I L I A ,  C E L I N E ,  E D W I N ,  E S P E R A N Z A ,  E T A N ,  G L A D Y S ,  J E H A N ,
L U I S  A N G E L ,  M A R I E ,  M A R I E L ,  N I L O U ,  P E T E ,  R O X A N A ,  S E A N ,  V I C T O R I A ,  A N D  X I M E N A  

https://www.antipoliceterrorproject.org/donate
https://www.eastoaklandcollective.com/support.html
https://sites.google.com/view/south-bay-black-coalition/home?authuser=0
https://www.gofundme.com/f/brave-space-fund?utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link-tip
https://blackalliance.z2systems.com/np/clients/blackalliance/donation.jsp
https://donorbox.org/baji-black-migrants-journeying-to-the-us-mexico-border
https://donorbox.org/baji-georgia-covid19-post-release-support-services
https://www.aansf.org/donate/
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/thevillageinoakland
https://donate.essiejusticegroup.org/essiejusticegroup
https://www.paypal.me/theokraproject


LET'S TAKE ACTION

L E A R N  M O R E :

A  Gu ide  to  A l l y sh ip
These  Books  Can  He lp  You  Exp la in  Rac i sm  and
Pro te s t  to  Your  K ids  

Go ld  Cha ins :  The  Hidden  Hi s to r y  o f  S lave r y  i n
Ca l i f o rn i a
“The  Case  f o r  Repa ra t i ons , ”by  Ta -Neh i s i  Coate s  f o r
The  At l an t i c

D O  S O M E T H I N G :

Ema i l  you r  l oca l  o f f i c i a l s  demand ing  they  de fund
you r  l oca l  po l i ce
Sha re  1 2  Th ings  to  Do  I n s tead  o f  Ca l l i ng  the  Cops
S ign  the  pet i t i on  f o r  j u s t i ce  f o r  C h r y s t u l  K i z e r
S ign  the  pet i t i on  f o r  j u s t i ce  f o r  D i o n  J o h n s o n
S ign  the  pet i t i on  f o r  j u s t i ce  f o r  D r e a s j o n  R e e d
S ign  the  pet i t i on  f o r  j u s t i ce  f o r  E m e r a l d  B l a c k
Send  an  ema i l  f o r  j u s t i ce  f o r  T o n y  M c D a d e
More  he re

Spec ia l  THANK  YOU  to  Annet te  and  Misha  f o r
mak ing  th i s  ed i t i on  poss ib l e .  The  you th  a re  our

fu tu re !

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/docs.google.com/document/d/1CIfMQED_B444Y-K8kAqUOgq8xrSFdSrjFBRnyK6wmz4/edit__;!!Phyt6w!OjTSJG8vMr9TveYg9iUqAEejazmFvHx1p-wqn7GSaCIzMv0kMMhCDNiSCfjvwA$
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/02/parenting/kids-books-racism-protest.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/02/parenting/kids-books-racism-protest.html
https://www.aclunc.org/sites/goldchains/index.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/author/ta-nehisi-coates/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://defund12.org/
https://ia800800.us.archive.org/1/items/12ThingsToDoInsteadOfCallingTheCops/12things-print.pdf
https://www.change.org/p/drop-all-charges-against-incarcerated-trafficking-survivor-chrystul-kizer
https://www.change.org/p/phoenix-police-department-justice-for-dion-johnson
https://www.change.org/p/joe-hogsett-impd-should-not-investigate-the-murder-of-dreasjon-reed
https://www.change.org/p/san-leandro-police-deartment-justice-for-emerald-black
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/demand-justice-for-tony-mcdade?source=direct_link&
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/linktr.ee/ymj__;!!Phyt6w!OjTSJG8vMr9TveYg9iUqAEejazmFvHx1p-wqn7GSaCIzMv0kMMhCDNitNndhtQ$

