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Protecting refugees, serving immigrants, 
upholding freedom since 1911

AFTER A CENTURY OF SERVING 
THE UPROOTED, WE KNOW A 
REFUGEE SITUATION WHEN WE 
SEE ONE.
THE SITUATION, STORIES, AND 
SOLUTIONS TO THE CENTRAL AMERICAN 
CHILDREN CROSSING BORDERS.

`

Children don’t travel over 1,000 miles alone on a whim.
Right now, the children fleeing are threatened, terrified, and alone.

We don’t want to live in a 
world where children go 
unprotected.
Do you?

www.refugees.org/iamsolo

WHY ARE THEY CROSSING BORDERS?
THREATS MURDER VIOLENCE STARVATION

GANG WARS CORRUPTION KIDNAPPING SEXUAL ABUSE

ABANDONMENT DRUG TRAFFICKING DOMESTIC ABUSE POVERTY

THESE CHILDREN ARE HUMAN BEINGS WITH INDIVIDUAL STORIES AND WE HAVE SOLUTIONS.



$94,000,000
from the Refugee program.
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IF THIS HAPPENS...

ESLESLSS

English as a  
second language 

programs for 
refugees will 
be virtually 
eliminated

Critical 
employment 
programs for 

refugees will  be 
shutdown

1000s of 
Americans 

serving refugees 
will lose 
their jobs

1  
Provide persecuted 

refugees with a safe haven 
and a chance for a new life 

2
Humanely shelter 
unaccompanied 

immigrant children

3
Keep Refugee 

Resettlement as a 
foreign policy tool

4
Keep federal & state 
refugee resettlement 
relationships strong

SO, WE NEED TO:

In response to the humanitarian situation at the border,  
the Office of Refugee Resettlement has been forced to propose reprogramming
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SUPPORT THE REFUGEE PROGRAM &
THE UNACCOMPANIED IMMIGRANT CHILDREN (UAC)

 
1

RESPECT FAMILIES 
Allow parents or legal guardians from El 
Salvador or Honduras who reside legally in the 
U.S. under Temporary Protected Status (TPS) to 
apply for their minor children to reunite. Their 
minor children may be residing either in the U.S. 
or in their country of origin and their status would 
be linked to their parents. This will immediately 
reduce immigration court backlogs and apply to 
an estimated 30-40% of the children surrendering 

at the borders. 

 
2

KEEP KIDS OUT OF THE COURTROOM  
Institute a Children’s Corps based on the Asylum Officer 
Corps model. Children Corps officers would be trained 
in child-sensitive interview techniques and Best Interest 
Determination standards. They would determine if a child 
is eligible for legal relief such asylum, Special Immigrant 
Juvenile Status (SIJS), Trafficking Victims Visa (T-Visa) or 
other forms of legal relief. This would move the adjudication 
process from an adversarial, judicial process to an 
administrative process for most children. Those who are 
not eligible for legal status would be placed in removal 
proceedings. It is estimated that 40% to 60% may be eligible 

for legal protection.

 
3

HELP CHILDREN AVOID
THE DANGEROUS JOURNEY

In-Country Processing allows applicants to apply 
for refugee status in their home country. The 
children would have to meet the U.S. refugee 
definition, be otherwise admissible, and would 
be resettled in an orderly fashion. In-country 
processing has been used in the past for the 
resettlement of Soviet Jews, Vietnamese, and 
Cubans, so they could avoid life-threatening 
escapes. Other countries in North or South 
America may also be willing to accept children 

for resettlement.

4
ENGAGE THE UN REFUGEE

AGENCY (UNHCR) 
Unaccompanied children and adults can receive 
international protection from UNHCR after they 
have fled their home country. Through long 
established procedures, the UNHCR could then 
refer their cases for resettlement to a receiving 
country. The U.S. Department of State coordinates 
the program, the refugees are interviewed by a 
USCIS Officer and, if approved for entry, undergo 
extensive security and medical clearances prior to 

being moved to the U.S.

5
FORGIVE THE CHILDREN 

Grant Children’s Protected Status (CPS) to all unaccompanied 
children who have already been brought into custody. As 
precedent, the Cubans and Haitians who arrived illegally 
during the Mariel Boatlift in 1980 were given Cuban/Haitian 
Entrant Status. Simultaneously with the announcement of 
CPS, the government could announce a cut-off-date for all 
future arrivals. After the cut-off date, new arrivals would be 
subject to expedited removal. Granting CPS will relieve the 
government of the burden and cost of adjudicating the cases 
of thousands of unaccompanied minors. This will increase 
capacity for the Department of Homeland Security to handle 

other immigration cases.

6 SOLUTIONS

 
6

INTRODUCE HOPE
Create a Regulated Entry Procedure (REP) for 
10,000 Unaccompanied Immigrant Children per 
year per country from Honduras, El Salvador, 
and Guatemala. As precedent, to end the Mariel 
Boatlift in 1980, a lottery was established which 
allows 20,000 Cubans to enter the US every year. 
The hope of “winning” has kept Cubans from 
hazarding the ocean for the last 34 years. The 
Central American Children would be permitted to 
enter the U.S. legally through a regulated system 
managed and processed by the U.S. Government.


